How to Instantly Make your Guitar Solos More Melodic

By Blake Stevenson
A question I get asked all the time by aspiring soloists is “How can I make my improvisations sound like they are going somewhere?” There’s an approach that’s fairly simple to integrate and is quite often overlooked and underestimated even by seasoned players. What I am referring to is the power of the rhythmic motif. 

This is why you should use motifs in your playing:

· It gives yourself the ability to write songs on the fly instead of stumbling through another “noodling” solo

· Your solo will become more melodic and therefore have more emotional weight, which breathes new life into the same old notes you usually play

· It will open up doors for more phrasing opportunities, which will add a new layer of depth to your playing. 

The way I like to start approaching this idea is to take a very simple rhythm idea and apply it to a very small number of notes. For this example, we will use the following rhythm:
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Next, we will apply it to the following four notes in the Em pentatonic scale:

----------------
----------------
-------0—2--
--0-2----------
----------------
----------------

The idea is to just loop these 4 notes forwards and backwards until you get the feel of playing this mini scale non-linearly. Afterwards we want to generate what I call a theme. 

Over a backing track, use this rhythmic motif and come up with any specific combination of the 4 notes you like and repeat them consecutively over and over. An example of a theme would be this:

1   2   3   4   +

-------------------------
-------------------------
--------0---2---0------
-0--2-------------------
-------------------------
-------------------------

As corny as it probably sounds right now, the goal is to look at a scale rhythmically instead of a “box” like most guitarists do. You can take whatever rhythm you like and apply it to however many notes you like to create something that has more structure, more depth, and more life. 
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